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Contemporary Architecture in Africa
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FieELD ARCHITECTURE: UBI

In Zwide, a town nat so far from Johannesburg
the Ubuntu Centre. the headguarters of the
Ubuntu Egucation Fund, has recently been
completed.. The centre expresses the new
awareness and potentiality of architecture
sarchitecture can transform things — writes Stan
Field — can allow the community to understand
itself in a completely differant way»

In 1988 Banks Gwaxula «invited Jacaob Lief, a
travelling student, to live in his home and work with
him as a teacher in his township school, In the
townships, Jacab witnessed people overcoming
the desperation of poverty through the power of
community. He learned that townships schools
acked resources taken for granted in even
tne poorest communities In the United States
Classrooms made out of abandoned shipping
containers held as many as ol students at 2 time

Children shared few desks and fewer chairs

' CENTRE

Apartheid's legacy of poverty, disease and

inequalityr. Six months after Banks and Jacob
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realized that they shared a dream: «the two shar
an abiding belief in the power of education»
and founded the Ubuntu Education Fund

In 2006 Jacob Lief asked Field Architecture
Studio to design a bullding that has “never been
done before”. An ambitious challenge. The
bullding is not proposing a new Urban “object” It
s not the 3D signature of an archi-star. It is the
result of atientive research, of a well-calibrated
design, it is the result of careful listening to the
culturat diversity and to poputation negds

The Ubuntu Center houses a paediatric chinic for
the prevention and treatment of HIV, a theatre and
concert hall. classrooms, as well as commaon areas
offices and a vegetables roof-garden. The building
form has no primary impertance, what matiers

- said Fields - is the relationship between functions

of modernity, of the future, because it speaks of
permanence and security. The large openings
allow hight to fiood the intenor deeply. The contrast
betwean the wood used to shield the large
windows from the sun, and the concrate structure
brings architectural materials into play; those of
modernity and those of traditional crafis, those
of vernacular cultures and those of industry

All matenals employed In construction come
from the area, as well as the labour force: the
strategy for sustainability begins from there to
continue n architecture and technology, Natura
ventilation systems, adjustment of the |ayout and
shape of the bullding o solar radiation using the
thermal inertia of materials to reduce energy
consumplion, are some of the solutions chosen
supplemented by a photovoltaic system. The roof
is more than a roof-garden, it is part of a wider
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and sustain, they transform the urban landscape

Teachers taught in front of blank blackboards in The informal distribution has been designed to etable gardens are thought to nourish

schools that had not owned a piece of chalk in interact with the fabric of the city; the gaps makes

years. Yet students with neither books nor pencils urban paths to be a part of the building There «T0 see our students sitting there in the library S
istened attentively to their teachers for hours on 18 3 "sense of community”, of belonging, which or a computer centre, it's just a dream to us» L o
end. For despite the immeasurable hardships, allows the building to survive in the enviranment writes Zingisile Nkukwana «It's amazing when ) A > ] e
communities ramained dedicated to the belief that The material chosen for the structure is reinforced  you see their ayes alive with possibility» = T 1 | = _ - = S |
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nella recnologia, Sistemu di ventilazione

naturale, adartamento della planimetria

¢ della forma dell’edificio 1n base
all'irraggiamento solare struttando
I'inerzia termica dei materiali per ridurre
1 consuml energetict, sono alcune delle
soluzioni messe 1n atto, integrate da un
impranto fotovoltaico. 1l tetto ¢ molto
piua di un terto-giardino: € parte di una
piu ampia rete di grarding che la comunita
condivide e coltiva. Questt grardim

sono anche Ort1, outrono e iu';*‘-fcﬂg% 0,

trastormano 1l paesaggio urbano.

«Vedere 1 nostr student sedun li,

wdello tridimensionale [ Bird 5-eve peew render

nella libreria o al computer, € come un
sognow. Scrive Zingisile Nkukwana,

pri fessoressa nella scuola di Siv uyiseni,
«l= stupetacente vederli aprire gl occhi
a nuove possibilitan, Per Field Popera del
loro studio ripone agrande importanza
nel dialogo, nella ricerca sul significato

dell'architettura contemporanean,
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